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Grades 10-12 Counselors 
 

Adrian Cabrera, Tanya Ficklin, Patty Morgan 
 
Providing services to all students in the areas of 
 

    Academic Planning 
    Optioning classes and creating schedules 

    Personal and Social Concerns 
    Social and emotional counseling and advising 

    College and Career Planning 
    College search, application, and selection process 
 Career assessments and exploration 

Ongoing Roles 
   Conferences with students and parents 
   Facilitation of more than 20 programs throughout the year 
   Collaboration with all Walnut stakeholders 



College Information Center 
 Martha Geller, Amanda Siler, Sandy Uhrig 
 Standardized test preparation/interpretation 
 Preparation of applications 
 Essay brainstorming and editing 
 Resume development 
 Application strategy/execution 
 Interviewing skills 

 

Writing Center 
 Dr. Carlton-Ford, Mr. Cheeseman, Ms. Burroughs, Mr. 

Covatta, Ms. Hautz, Ms. Petonito 
 Essay brainstorming and editing 



 College Handbook – 
http://www.walnuthillseagles.com/guidance/college-handbook.aspx 

 

 Junior College Planning Notes –  
• Emailed from WalnutCounseling 

• Finalize Your Standardized Testing Plan – sent Oct. 15 

• 2018-2019 Testing Schedule 

• Campus Visits – coming in December 

 

Useful Resources 

http://www.walnuthillseagles.com/guidance/college-handbook.aspx
http://www.walnuthillseagles.com/guidance/college-handbook.aspx
http://www.walnuthillseagles.com/guidance/college-handbook.aspx


STUDENTS 
  

    Self assessment is very important! 
 What are your interests and talents? 

 What do YOU want from your college experience? 

 

     It is your responsibility to communicate your wants and needs 

     to your parents. 

 

     The college decision is YOURS! 

 You gather the data and weigh your options. 

               You exercise your choices. 

               You complete the applications, write the essays, and  

                      request teacher recommendations. 

The Process 



PARENTS 
 
    Empower your students and encourage them to 

          use the skills they have learned from you.  

 

    Talk honestly about what you can/will pay 

 

    Avoid Pronoun confusion:  “We need to register for our SATs” 

 

    Be a sounding board and give advice when asked. 

 

    Accompany your students on college visits. 

 

    Provide funds for application fees. 

 

 

     



COUNSELORS 
 
    Provide information and guidance 

 

    Provide individual college planning meetings as necessary –     

         students and parents   

 

    Act as sounding boards 

 

    Write letters of recommendation 

 

    Send transcripts and Secondary School Reports 

 



Top Factors in College Admission 

1. Grades in college preparatory classes 
2. Strength of curriculum 
3. Standardized test scores 
4. Overall GPA – class rank 
5. Essay(s) 
6. Demonstrated interest 
7. Counselor and teacher recommendations 
8. Extra-curricular activities 
9. Interview 



 http://www.screencast.com/t/tbcYt9eUkKg  

http://www.screencast.com/t/tbcYt9eUkKg
http://www.screencast.com/t/tbcYt9eUkKg


Types of Institutions 
• Public or private 

• Small to large 

• Two-year to four-year 

• Community college or technical college 

• Liberal arts, comprehensive, and research 

• Selective to open access 

• Urban to rural 

 



SuperMatch College Search 

 



SuperMatch College Search 

 



 List of colleges 
• How many is too many? 

• Likely, target, dream schools 

• Financial safety school 

 

 It may be useful to create a spreadsheet 
 

 



Campus visits 
• Start now! 

• Junior/Senior Campus Visitation Policy 

• Register in advance 



The Campus Visit 
Questions to ask: 

• Academics 
• Residence halls- you may not see an actual room 
• Safety/security 
• Activities 
• Costs 

Try to get a feel for the campus – it’s all about “fit” 
Don’t hesitate to ask current students about their 

experiences 
Try to sit in on a class, if possible 
Get a school newspaper to get a student perspective 

on the school 
Eat! You will be eating this food for four years. 



 PSAT 
• Affiliation with NMSQT for grade 11 
 

 ACT 
• For grades 11 and 12 
• Recommended first sitting is junior year December test when “Test 

Information Release” is offered. Students are responsible for registering 
at act.org. 

• State of Ohio will pay for ACT on February 20, 2019. All juniors will 
automatically be registered for this test given at Walnut Hills. 

• Four free reports at time of registration 
 

 SAT 
• For grades 11 and 12 
• Consider March test when “Question and Answer Service” is offered. 
   Students are responsible for registering at collegeboard.org. 

 

 SAT Subject Tests 
• Schedule after completing relevant AP courses 
• 2 minimum if required by institution 

http://www.act.org/
https://www.collegeboard.org/


 Available for students who meet designated 
federal guidelines such as the free-or-reduced 
lunch program 
• Guidelines – https://www.cps-k12.org/families-students/food-service/free-

reduced-lunch  

• Application - https://www.schoolcafe.com/ - don’t use Internet Explorer 

 

 Will cover up to two ACTs, two SATs, and two 
Subject Test dates as well as application fees for 
up to four colleges 

 

 Requests should be made through the counseling 
office 
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE I 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE I 

FINE ART ELECTIVE 



 Components 
• Application  - FERPA waiver 

• College-specific supplements - often additional essays 

• Test scores 

• Transcript 

• Counselor recommendation 

• Teacher recommendation(s) 

• Payment or Fee Waiver 



Most widely used application is The 
Common Application - last year 3.5 million 
apps submitted 

Used by more than 700 colleges, including 
OSU, UC and Miami 

Members use a holistic admissions review - 
subjective and objective parts of the 
application 

Updated annually online on August 1st! 

 



 Launched in 2016. 

 Currently used by more than 100 colleges. 

 More information at 
www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org 

 

http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/


Paying for College is like a Quilt work of   
Finances  
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 Will be held in early September, 2019 

 Speaker will be a local financial aid officer 

 FAFSA and CSS Profile forms will be available 
online on October 1, 2019 

 Two FAFSA help nights for families will be 
held at Walnut in the fall of senior year 

 



 FAFSA 

    (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) 

    www.fafsa.ed.gov 

 

 CSS Financial Aid Profile* 

    https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/ 

*Used by some highly selective colleges. 

    

 

 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/
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 Ensure schedule contains all courses necessary 
for graduation from WHHS and for college 
entrance requirements 

 Begin to research college options 

 Prepare for and take the required college 
entrance tests 

 Begin college visits – allowed 3 junior year and 
3 senior year 

 Earn the best possible grades in junior year 
since these grades will be the most recent the 
admissions officers will see on your application 

 



 Navigating Academic Transitions, January 16, 2019 

 

 AP Fair, January 17, 2019 

 

 “Been There, Done That,”  February 7, 2019 

      Student Panel 

   Parent Panel 

 



 Summer ACT preparation classes - late July,   
early August 

 Common Application Boot Camps - August 

 Essay Workshops – August 

 Senior College Forum - September 

 Application Nuts and Bolts - September 

 Senior Financial Aid Workshop - September 

 FAFSA help nights - Fall TBD 

 College Essay Blitz - Fall TBD 

 Interviewing Skills Workshop - October 


