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Why is this happening? 





College Board’s definition 

  
 High school graduates who are college and career 

ready have a high likelihood of successfully entering 
some type of postsecondary education (i.e., four-year 
institution, two-year institution, trade school, technical 
school, and/or workforce training program) without 
remediation. Research shows that the threshold 
reading and math skills required for college readiness 
are essentially the same as those required for career 
training readiness, meaning that sharply differentiated 
forms of preparation aren’t required. 

 

Source:  “Test Specifications for the Redesigned SAT,” College Board 



Why is this happening? 

 2013 cohort results:  only 43% of all SAT takers 
reached the “College and Career Readiness” 
benchmark:  a score of 1550 or better, predicting a 
90% likelihood of earning a “C” or better in college-
entry courses without remediation 

 

 2012:  first year total number of students taking the 
ACT overtook the SAT 
 128% increase in ACT takers  

 68% increase in SAT takers 

 

 

 



What are the changes? 

 The redesigned SAT requires students to: 
 

 Read, analyze and use reasoning to comprehend 
challenging literary and informational texts in order to 
demonstrate and expand knowledge and understanding 

 

 Revise and edit extended texts to show facility with a core 
set of grammar, usage and punctuation conventions 

 

 Show command of focused but powerful set of knowledge, 
skills and understandings in math and apply that ability to 
solve real-world problems 

 



What are the changes? 

 The redesigned SAT requires students to: 
 

 Make careful and considered use of evidence 
 

 Demonstrate skill in analyzing data, including data 
represented graphically 

 

 Understand relevant words in context and how word 
choice helps shape meaning and tone 
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8 Key Changes to the SAT 



The 8 Key Changes 



Vocabulary Pyramid 

Tier 3: 
Precision  

Vocabulary  

Tier 2: 
Descriptive  
Vocabulary 

Tier 1: 
Basic and General  

Vocabulary 

The most basic words of 

everyday speech.  Rarely 

require direct instruction 

and do not have multiple 

meanings. 

 High frequency words that occur 

across a variety of subjects.  May 

have multiple meanings and/or 

synonyms. 

 Used within mature language 

situations such as adult 

conversions and literature.   

Low frequency, content-specific words. 

Specific to subjects, hobbies, 

occupations, geographic regions, 

technology. 

“fire” 
“flame” 

“blaze” 
“fiery” 

“conflagration” 
“inferno” 



Relevant words in context 



The 8 Key Changes 



Command of evidence 



The 8 Key Changes 



Redesigned SAT essay prompt 

[Sample Passage here] 

(In this example , passage is adapted from “Why Literature Matters” by 

Dana Gioia. ©2005 by The New York Times Company. Originally published 

April 10, 2005.) 
 

1 

2 

3 



The 8 Key Changes 



Problem solving and data analysis 



Heart of Algebra 

Mr. Ferd Schneider, 

WHHS AP Calculus teacher 



Passport to Advanced Math 



Non-calculator problem 



The 8 Key Changes 



Problems grounded in real-world contexts 



The 8 Key Changes 



Analysis in science and social studies 



The 8 Key Changes 



The 8 Key Changes 
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Grade Level Appropriate Reading 

PSAT 8/9 PSAT 10 & PSAT/NMSQT SAT 

Draw fairly simple, one-step 

conclusions spelled out clearly in 

the text 

Draw a more subtle inference to 

reach the right conclusion from a 

text 

Perform several steps to draw the 

right conclusion from a text 

 

Identify relationships based on 

multiple, fairly straightforward 

pieces of info stated in the text 

 

Infer somewhat more 

complicated relationships based 

on more subtle pieces of info 

stated in the text 

Infer more complex relationships 

from the text by piecing facts or 

incidents together 

 

Determine explicit meaning from 

the graphic or text 

Recognize trends in graphical 

data 

Synthesize information from a 

graphic and passage 
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Grade Level Appropriate Writing & Language 

PSAT 8/9 PSAT 10 & PSAT/NMSQT SAT 

Use punctuation effectively in 

simple contexts, such as using 

commas to separate items in a  

list 

Use punctuation effectively in 

somewhat challenging contexts, 

such as using a colon to introduce 

a list 

Use punctuation effectively in 

challenging contexts, such as 

using a semicolon to link 

independent clauses 

Edit straightforward sentences 

that pose some challenge, such as 

sentences with an introductory 

phrase 

Edit compound and complex 

sentences, including sentences 

with introductory phrases and 

clauses 

Edit syntactically challenging 

sentences, such as lengthy 

sentences that include several 

clauses 

Accurately incorporate basic 

information from graphics into a 

text 

Accurately incorporate somewhat 

detailed or nuanced information 

from graphics into a text 

Incorporate accurate, specific, 

and complex information from 

graphics into a text 
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Grade Level Appropriate Math 

PSAT 8/9 PSAT 10 & PSAT/NMSQT SAT 

Many items requiring one or two 

steps to solve 

Many items requiring 2 or more 

steps to solve 

Emphasis on multi-step problems 

 

May require the use of common 

geometric equations 

 

May require the use of common 

geometric equations and spatial 

reasoning 

Requires the use of geometry 

concepts and reasoning 

 

Includes ratios, proportions, 

percents, introductory probability 

and statistics 

Requires comparing linear and 

exponential growth 

 

Includes statistics topics such as 

sampling and inferring correlation 

and causation form a research 

method 

May require the use of properties 

of right triangles to solve 

problems 

Requires the use of trigonometric 

relationships 

Requires the use of trigonometry 

 



Redesigned SAT:  3 sections 

   

Evidence-based 
reading and 

writing 
 

200-800 points 

Math 
 

200-800 points 

3 hours   
Please note:  precise timing is tentative and 

subject to research. 

Essay 

50 minutes 
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SAT Scores and Subscores 



When are the changes taking place?  

REDESIGNED PSAT 
 

October 2015 

 9th – PSAT 9 

 10th – PSAT/NMSQT 

 11th – PSAT/NMSQT 

SAT 

January 2016 

 last administration of 
current SAT 

 

March 2016  

first administration of 
redesigned SAT 

 



Who takes which test?  

 Current 9th graders:  first class to take only the 
redesigned PSAT and SAT 

 

 Current 10th graders:  class with option of taking 
the current SAT prior to March 2016 and the 
redesigned SAT starting in March 2016 

 
 Colleges are prepared and expecting that students 

applying to start college in fall 2017 may have scores from 
the current and redesigned tests.  



Who takes which test? 
Considerations for 10th graders: 

SAT 

January 2015 
 last administration of 

current SAT 

 

 

 Really like your results on 
PSAT in October 2014? 
 

Then, consider taking the 
current SAT. 

March 2016  
first administration of 

redesigned SAT 
 

Not certain if the SAT is for 
you based on PSAT in 
October 2014? 
 

     Then,  wait to evaluate  
  PSAT scores from  
   October 2015. 
   



AND . . . Don’t forget about the ACT! 

 ALL JUNIORS SHOULD TAKE THE ACT IN 
DECEMBER 2015! 

 

 Why? 

 Good timing to allow comparison of ACT score with 
projected SAT from October’s PSAT and future SAT scores 

 

 Test date offers return of “Test Information Release” = 
return of test booklet and expanded score report 

 

 Students can practice based on these results for the CPS-
funded ACT in April 2016 



AND . . . Don’t forget about the ACT! 

ACT 

Want an early experience with 

the ACT or a baseline score? 
 

Consider taking the ACT on June 13.  

 

 Register at www.act.org by May 8.  

 

   Take advantage of “Test Information 

Release” for additional $20. 

 

Alternative:  simulated ACT at 

home using CIC test copy 



How can students prepare? 

 Use resources in College Information Center  

 Lunch time review sessions 

 Individualized and small group tutoring  

 Test copies, concept review sheets and more 
 

 Use College Board materials 
 

 Use Khan Academy resources 



Practice! 
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+ The College Board and Khan Academy have 

partnered to provide online SAT® test 

preparation programs and resources entirely 

free of charge. 

 

+ Beginning in June 2015, Khan Academy will 

release an interactive and personalized practice 

program for the redesigned SAT 

 

+ Features include: 

+ Thousands of practice problems 

+ Personalized tutorials on test content 

+ Official SAT practice questions and          

full-length tests 

+ Comprehensive reporting for students  

+ Access anytime, anywhere — for free 

 

+ We are working with educators, community 

groups, college access organizations, and 

parents to provide the necessary resources to 

propel students to college success. 

 
 



For more information 

Martha Geller   Kathy Restle 

gellerm@cps-k12.org  restlek@cps-k12.org 

513-363-8455   513-363-8609 

 

SAT Website 

www.delivering opportunity.org 


